Fire away!
I'll de my best Lo answer
your queries

Good day, Fastor!
Can | ask you some
questions?

First and
most important:
we are Bible-believing
Christians, and a true
Protestant church,
teaching and evangel-
ising the End Time
Bible Message. .

[ want to krnow ¥
more about the
Seventh Day
Adventist Church.
The important
basics, what they
believe and
S0 on

This book explains in detail
the 28 fundamental beliefs
of the Adventist Church,
so they can be Lompared
to God's Word. You can
download it from the web!

Fundam:nml -

Beliefs

The answers given in this tract are
shortened due to space available, but are
representative of the Adventist Church.
Fe Still, it's always a good idea to ask us
5 EDITION directly and not ]Is{en to what others have
to say about us. 5o let’s begin...

[

Do Seventh Day Adventists believe the
Bible is authoritative, being accurate,
true and reliable?

Yes, absolutely! Seventh Day Adventists believe
the Bible is the only source of faith and practice.
All scripture is given by inspiration of God.

This authority comes trom 2 Timothy 3:16-17.
All Scripture 1s God-breathed and is useful for
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Do Adventists accept the truth of

Q/Mg 2 the Holy Trinity?

The Trinity is one of our fundamental beliefs.
We believe that there are three co-eternal, co-
equal é)el sons in the Godhead: the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit. That statement is we]l—
documented in the Bible. In Deuteronomv 6:4
the Bible uses the plural to describe God: “Hear,
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.”

> Yel the word for God here is Elofiim,
which is the plural form of the word God.

Although the word Trinity does not appear in the Bible, we use it
to describe the Godhead. When we read that the
Lord is one, the word used for oneis echad. This
word signifies the fusion of equals. So evening

become husband and wite, they become one, @ @
echad; they are two separate beings, but The fundamental

and morning were the first day, two elements
there is a oneness of mind and purpose. truth of the Trinity.

of time giving one day, a single or echad day.

Another example: When a man and woman

Echad is the Hebrew word for ONE, but more precisely it means
a single entity made up of more than one part.

] How would you answer the assertion by some that
Adventiste believe in ealvation by works, and that

Q ”gg ;/'0” they are Old Testament believers?

Seventh Day Adventists do not believe in salvat-
ion by works, they do not believe they are saved
by what they eat or what day they keep or the
external works they perform. Seventh Day Ad-
ventists are solidly committed to the Bible teaching
of righteousness bv taith in Jesus Christ. They are
solidly committed to the fact that we are saved by
grace alone. 1 John 1:9: “If we contess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”

Let me quote Ephes-
lans 2: &: "For it is by grace you have been
saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves,
it is the gift of God."

Many critics of the Adventists claim that
we are ‘legalists’. I will get to that shortly.
But let me suggest that you read the
whole chapter of Ephesmns 2. This chap-
ter clearly sums up what we believe.

Do Seventh Day Adventists insist that
sabbath observance is a legal requirement?
After all, the 7th day is your church namel

This was a mistake the Pharisees made. Their
lebal obedience was excessive and imperfed
since they believed it was required for the for-
giveness of sins. As Adventists we have the ad-
vantage, in that our adhering to the law is in fact
pertect. The righteousness it demands is already
there - the rlghteousness of Jesus, which submits
to the Cross, as that is what the law demands.

. So, Pastor, what is there to look forward to?

| want to be happy!
And you always sound so serious.

Seventh Day Adventists believe in hope We hold onto
the truth that Jesus said He was coming again. John 14:
1-3: “Let not your heart be troubled: ve believe in God,
believe also in me. In my Father’s house are many
mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you.I go
to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto
myself; that where [ am, there ye may be also.”

We firmly believe that the signs of the times mean Jesus is coming soon.

We base this hope on the Bible verse Titus 2:13: "Looking for that
blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our
Saviour Jesus Christ.”

And also Thessalonians 4:16, 17 and 18: “For the Lord

himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with

sf the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God:
and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are

alive and remain shall be caught uptogether with them

in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the

air: and so shall we ever be with the

Lord. Wherefore we comtort one

another with these words."

3 | see you guys are big on diet! How does

Q”€5;/0” that help me in my relationship with God?

Wrong! Take a look at what we are in fact
saying. Most good folk would agree with us
that using good things moderately and avoid-
ing the bad is obviously wise, yet often hard to
practice. Temperance can neither be bought nor
earned, but is rather an important gift from
God, a "fruit of the spirit" (Galatians 5:22, 23).

” is moderation in action, thought and feeling. Always a good thing...

What does your church say about
the source of good and evil?

There was a massive heavenly contlict in the distant
past... we don't actually know when it occurred. We
call it ‘the Great Controversy’(see Revelation 12:7-9).

Satan had misrepresented the character of God and
wished to usurp God's throne. It was war in Heaven!
War between the legions of God, Jesus and the Holy
Spirit on the one side, led by Mlghael and the great
Dragon and his dark angels on the othel But the
Dragon was weak and God ultimately prevailed.

Unknown artist

God hurled the Dragon, that ancient serpent called the devil, or Satan,
the one who leads the whole world astray, to the earth, and his fallen
angels along with him. They lost their plage in Heaven. The war was
over, but the battle between good and evil continued, right here on earth.

As a'Remnant’ church we recognise that there is a conflict between good
and evil in the universe, a contlict that is still raging between God and
the forces of evil.

This struggle affects us as human beings every day. The Bible says:
“Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you.” (James 4:7)

If you want to know more, we have a book entitled
The Great Controversy.

So just how big is your Church?

Let me answer you this way: Seventh Day Advent-
ists, keepers of the Fourth Commandment, have a
membership of just over 22 million people. In
addition, we have the largest network of radio
transmitters broadcasting the gospel worldwide.
But it's not about numbers - it's about truth, right
and obedience to God. However, since you ask the
question, let me give you a lew slats that show the
true signiticance and value of our Church.

Take a look at some statistics:

+ We have 92,186 churches and approxim-
ately 70,000 home groups worldwide, with

\ 19,700 pastors. You can find us with no
A trouble!
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+ The Seventh Day Adventist Church is
currently one of the world's fastest grow-
ing and most widespread churches.

Seventh Day + Worldwide, 516 languages are used in
Adventist Seventh Day Adventist publications and
Church oral work.

Some of the work we do...

The following Seventh Day Adventist Work is done in 212 countries:

Education

Secondary Schools 2003

Primary Schools 6,621

Total Enrollment 2,044,700
Medical

Hospitals and Sanitariums 227

Nursing Homes and Retirement Centers 133

In-patient Visits Over 1 ¥ million

QOut-patient Visits Over 20 million

Further Reading

Steps to Christis Ellen G White's most

popular book. It has been translated into

#1 more than 160 languages and has been read
¥ by millions of people throughout the world.

4 So after readmg this tract, may I suggest you
contact vour local Seventh Day Adventist
Church and secure a copy. You can also
approach the local pastor with any questions
you may have. We have over 90,000 chur-
¥l ches and 19,000 pastors all over the world.

We trust yvou found this short tract
useful in'giving vou an insight into
some facts that are fundamental to
the believer. A basic delinition of the
truth is that which never
changes. These eternal truths are
found only in the Bible, which re-
mains the foundation of the Seventh
Day Ad\'entlst Church.
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Got a question" Check: Gideon@PleaseConsider.Life




