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Sabbath Observance

and the 4th Commandment
“Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.*

Introduction

This short tract is an attempt to
answer questions addressed to me
by non-Adventists, concerning
the Sabbath. The questions have
been many. This time I address
only one of them, butitis an
1mp01 tant one. If you are an
Adventist, vou may find this
useful in addr essing others that
may be of a different persuasmn.

George Ross

Is Sabbath Keeping a salvation requirement?

Question from a non-Adventist:

Adventists believe that the Old Testament gives two distinct types of
law, namely the Ten Commandments (the Law of God or moral law) and
the ceremonial law (Law of Moses).

This is an attempt to maintain Sabbath observance (as required by the
Ten Commandments) as a New Testament reqturement and thus a
salvation 1equlrement.

The Bible says the entire law is fulfilled in Christ and the law cannot
save. Can you please name a text in the Old or New Testament that cites
the two types of law?

You're trying ) .
o make Sabbath- “keeping Houw to interpret the Bible:
essential to salvation! The way to interpret the Bible is to
use the Bible itself. “The Word”,
in other words “The Bible”, is the
only way to understand the truth,
as inspired by the Holy Spirit.

This tract explains some of the
Biblical facts concerning the
Sabbath. These are facts that are
often overlooked by many good
people.

But we need to
start at the foundation
__of Christianity

The Adventist Church
does not believe that Sabbath
observance is a method of
salvation. Just like any Bible
believer, we believe there is only
one way to salvation and that is
through belief in and acceptance
of Tesus Christ as our Saviour.

Salvation cannot be earned. |
trust that no one would mislead
you on this very important and

fundamental matter!

The Bible says
the entire law is fulfilled in
Chriet, so quote me a text
on two different types
of law!

There are in fact more than
two distinct types of law in the
Old Testament!

You have alluded to the two
moral and ceremonial laws.

In addition, there are also civil

and health laws.

Read Deuteronomy 31 verses 24
to 27. This text describes a
ditferent law from the Ten

Commandments, being outside _
the Ark. T e
@@ ]
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Then read Deuteronomy 10
verses 1 and 2. These describe the
Ten Commandments that are /
inside the Ark. [ ]
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Think a little about what you
are saying concerning the
Sabbath: If there is no law, then
we have done nothing wrong. It
we have done nothing wrong,
why then would we need grace?

Grace inherently means that we
have done wrong and that's why
we need grace. How can we do
wrong if there is nothing wrong to
do? It is the law that stipulates
what is wrong.

We need to be careful, and not
just believe in the New Testament

There is no argument that the

Rom. 7-12: “S6 then. the law is New Testament does not believe

holy, and the commandment is in the Old Testament. Jesus
holy, righteous and good” Himself believes in the Old

Testament and He quoted trom it
many times.

Luke’s gospel makes it even
clearer: “ And it is easier for
heaven and earth to pass away
than for one tittle of the law to
fail.” Luke 16:17

“Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sabbath, to observe the
Sabbath throughout their generations for a perpetual covenant. Ex. 31:16

Who are the children of Israel in the
New Testament?

Gal 6:16 NIV: “Peace and mercy to all who
follow this rule--to the Israel of God.”
(Note:The Book of Galatians is not only
addressed to Jews. Gentiles who believe are
called the Israel of God.)

Your next question Gal 4:28 NIV: "Now you, brothers and

may well be: S0 who are the . like [saac hild ; oy
children of lsrael? sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise.

J

: Ouchl
Matt 5:19: Therefore anyone who ) :’JEJL’h' ;
4 i = Does the Bible
sets aside one of the least of these Iy —
commands and teaches others i 5 t‘\{wtg
accordingly will be called least in ¥ = ' Don’t
the Kingdom of Heaven, but whoever { | be fooled. Take
practices and teaches these commands :
will be called great in the Kingdom the trou".le fo
of Heaven ’ read a reliable
' Bible trans-
Matt 5:18: For truly I tell you, until - k lation.

heaven and earth disappear, not the
smallest letter, not the least stroke of a
pen, will by any means disappear
from the Law until everything is

accomplished.” The KJV or NIV is a good start.

Galatians 3:26-29: “So in
Christ Jesus you are all children of
God thr ouhh faith, for all of vou
who were baptized into C hrist
have clothed yvourselves with

VL Christ. There is neither Jew nor
o ‘ Gentile, neither slave nor tree, nor
\i is there male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus. If you
belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham's seed, and helm
according to the promise.”

Remember, | am
quoting the Bible
Only the Biblel

"Therefore the Law is holy, and the Commandment holy and just and good.” fomans 7:12

Here are three texts
indicating three different types
of law. Theze laws ﬁF)Pdr many
times in the Biblel

Psalm 119

Verse 5:“Oh, that my ways were
steadfast in obeying your

|1

decrees!

Verse 6:"Then I would not be put
to shame when I consider all your
commands.”

Verse 7:"1 will praise you with an
upright heart as I learn your
righteous laws.”

=

out my non-Adventist
friend fires his next salvo

Kindly read the following text
verses: Nehemia uhdpt?rb1 -2
ana 4, as well as Chapter 23
Here you read one book, described
as the Law of Moses, the Law of
God, the Book of the Law and
the Law of the Lord their God

This proves they
are all one and the same
law] Doesn't this cancel the
idea of the two eeparate
types of law?

Why do you challenge us as The word “law” is used daily, as
Adventists concerning different applicable, to apply a specific law.
types of law, whilst you even in the :
Ten Commandments separate the If you go to court for a parking
fourth from all the others? Why is ottence you would have broken a
it that that particular one of the
Ten is in your view no longer valid?

specific law. Yet the court would
not apply the same law for
someone who committed murder.

That does not mean that a
misdemeanour is the same as a
crime, even when the same word
“law” is used

What you're
slggesting is the
rlulliﬁ;at\'om of ‘f,hP 41h

It is not possible and certainly
not scriptural to nullify or
mod1tv qulptme to suit our
own opinions.

If the Law is not valid, we are
not guilty, and if we are not
guilty, why do we need
Forgiveness or Grace?

The Law, Forgiveness
and Grace are integrated
concepts.

The entire concept of Grace
cannot exist if we don’t do wrong.
In that event, all the texts about
Grace need to be nullitied.

Similarly, the concept of
Forgiveness cannot exist if there
is no wrongdoing.

What will be left of the Bible
when you are done?

But this is
not what | have been
taught. Why must |
listen to it?

' / / ’
///// Be_ careful of the Bible you use as

reference. Some bibles are corrupt
Alexandrian and Roman Catholic
versions in disguise. Many mod-
ern Bibles use Alexandrlan texts,
miss words, phrases, even verses
in hundreds of places. If the mo-
dern versions have caused vou to
doubt God’s Words, there is one
English Bible you can trust: the

Let us be very clear:

We are saved by God's Grace
and His Righteousness, not
our own works.

But then again, how we live is
a product of our connection
with Jesus.

John 14:15: “If ye love Me, keep
my Commandments.”

HEHBH
HEARH

You mightbe interested
to know that all the mainline
Protestant churches understand
and accept that there are both
moral and ceremonial laws.
Furthermore, the acceptance of
the Ten Commandments is
irrefutable, as they were written
“by the Finger of God.”
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